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Background

1. In 2012 the Desmond Tutu HIV Centre (DTHC) and 
ICAP at Columbia University performed a 
questionnaire-based Training Needs Assessment
in the South African Provincial Departments of 
Health and TB Control Programmes.

2. In order to meet the training need in rural and hard-
to-reach districts, which are often dealing with 
substantial TB and HIV burden, and to circumvent 
the difficulties associated with removing HCWs from 
the workplace, a distance-based, online training 
programme was developed.
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Continued

1. ICAP and DTHC secured a 5-year funding grant 
from the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) to develop courses in TB-HIV management 
that were responsive and supportive of the national 
agenda for TB and HIV and which aimed to help 
reduce the TB/HIV burden by providing education 
and training. 

2. The programme itself was initially offered in a short 
course capacity; it was later developed into an 
accredited postgraduate diploma programme. This 
was UCT Health Sciences’ first ever, entirely online 
PG Dip.
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Courses and Timeline (January intake)
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Clinical Management of 

TB

17 January – 18 March 

2022

8 weeks

Clinical Management of 

HIV

28 March – 27 May 2022

8 weeks

TB/HIV Co-infection 

Management

6 June – 26 August 2022

11 weeks

Operational Research

5 September – 11 

November 2022

10 weeks



Examinations (online)
Study break: 12 – 28 November 

Integrated Assessment 1: 29 November  

Integrated Assessment 2: 30 November 2022
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Assignments and Credits
All assignments are scored / 50 marks. They form the practical component 
of each course; your pass or fail mark for each course is dependent on 
how you score in the assignment.
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Clinical 
Management of 

TB

Assignment: 
Conduct a clinical 
or programme 
review in a facility.

Credits:

24: 240 notional 
learning hours

Clinical 
Management of 

HIV

Assignment:
Compile two (2) 
clinical cases.

Credits:

24: 240 notional 
learning hours

TB/HIV Co-
infection 

Management

Assignment:

Conduct a TBIC 
Risk Assessment in 
a facility.

Credits:

37: 370 notional 
learning hours

Operational 
Research

Assignment:

Compile a 
Research Protocol.

Credits:

35: 350 notional 
learning hours

Note

Students who do not have 
access to patient files or data 
will be required to apply for 
necessary permissions at the 
onset of the course. Ethical 
clearances are usually not 
required as the assignments 
are a class project. However, 
we can assist students with 
this process if required. The 
assignment requirements are 
explained in full in the 
students’ first webinar for 
each course.
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Programme / Pass 
Requirements
• Students must complete all coursework – this includes all 

lessons (study sessions) in each module, in each course.

• Students must obtain a minimum of 50% in the course 

assignment for each course.

• Students must obtain a minimum of 5 hours of online 

participation in each course.  This includes attending webinars 

and posting in various forum discussions.

A detailed course calendar is provided to students at the 

beginning of each course to give them an idea of how to pace 

their studies and to take note of important deadlines.
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Annual intake
1st intake: January 2022

Students apply before mid-December of the preceding year 
and complete the  programme from January – November. 
Graduation in April of the following year.

2nd intake: June (mid-year) 2022

Students apply before mid-May of the same year and 
complete the  programme from June – May of the following 
year. Graduation in December of the  same year of 
completion.
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FAQ 

Am I required to attend 

class?

No. All coursework is facilitated 
online; students’ DP credit for 
attending class is achieved via 
their participation in their online 
classroom which is monitored 
throughout the programme.

Should I apply if I’m not 

that computer literate?

As this is an online programme, 
we highly recommend that 
applicants have an intermediate 
to advanced level of computer 
literacy, although we provide 
extensive technical support 
throughout the duration of your 
studies. Students must also have 
a reliable internet connection.

Is this a short course?

No. This is a postgraduate 
qualification – more specifically, a 
postgraduate diploma. 
Completion of which means 
students are eligible for 
graduation at UCT either at the 
end or beginning of the year and 
dependent on when they began.
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FAQ continued

Can I access the content 

and activities from a smart 

device?

Yes. The coursework is 
compatible with smart devices, 
although some functionality may 
be limited. We recommend that 
students access their online 
classroom from a PC or laptop.

Can I apply if I don’t have a 

background in Health 

Sciences?

This qualification is clinical in 
nature and focuses on the 
treatment and management of 
diseases such as HIV, TB and 
TB/HIV Co-infection. It is for 
these reasons that students are 
required to have access to 
patients or patient files. Since this 
PG Diploma is offered at a 
postgraduate level, applicants 
must be in possession of a 
relevant degree.

How much does this 

qualification cost?

Please refer to the Breakdown of 
Fees document, as well as the 
UCT Fees Handbook. 
Unfortunately, scholarships are 
not currently available. It will also 
be important for international 
students to be mindful of the 
associated international fees that 
are applicable.
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Contact
Melissa May: Programme Manager

Melissa.May@hiv-research.org.za / melissa.may@uct.ac.za
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